74                 THROUGH AN INDIAN CAMERA
Major Courtauld came into notoriety during the
debate on the Joint Committee Report in the House
-of Commons by alleging that undue pressure had
been brought to bear upon the Princes by the
Viceroy, Lord Willmgdon Mr. Baldwin, in his
speech concluding the debate, quoted a cable from
Lord Willmgdon totally repudiating this charge In
this repudiation he was warmly supported by the
whole Chamber of Princes during their last session
in January. These controversies, however, help us Lttle
in judging whether there is a reasonable prospect of
the Princes entering the Federation, and whether the
Constitution Bill contains those essential safeguards
which the Princes have insisted upon as sine qua non
for their entry into the Federaion. The Joint
Committee recommendations do not go into this
vital issue in detail, and as there is silence and in-
decision on the part of the Princes it can be presumed
that the Committee Report and the Government of
India Bill on which it is based, does not satisfy them.
Although we have some recognition of the wishes
of the Princes in the Bill, it still remains to be seen
whether the Princes will respond in clear and definite
terms, which will set at rest all doubts, and thereby
assist the passing of the measure in its present form
through Parliament
It has been made clear by the exponents of the
National Government policy, and especially by Sir
John Simon, that the whole complexion of the Indian